
For over 70 years, many Wisconsin women and men fought for women’s suffrage, or the right to vote. While their
attempts to add a suffrage amendment to the state constitution failed, they would succeed in ensuring Wisconsin
was the first state to ratify the 19th Amendment, allowing women to vote in the U.S. Wisconsin ratified the
amendment on June 10, 1919, and full ratification in the U.S. was won on August 26, 1920. To learn more about
the fight for women’s suffrage in the U.S., please see Women’s Suffrage in the United States: A Centennial
Resource Guide.

While this was a significant event in Wisconsin’s history, it is essential to remember that the movement was often
complicated and fraught with division. Not all suffragists agreed upon the methods to achieve their goals; some
were more radical than others. Some placed the needs of white women above those of African American men and
women; both racism and classism were issues in the movement.

Even after the 19th Amendment was fully ratified in 1920, many women of color across the U.S. experienced
barriers when exercising what should have been their right. While not all were experienced in Wisconsin, barriers
were set up in states across the country to make it harder for people of color, immigrants, and people in poverty to
vote. For example, poll taxes, or fees required to be paid before voting, were required in 1890 to keep African
Americans from the polls. Literacy tests were used to disqualify some immigrants, poor, undereducated, or Black
and Latine voters at least until the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Citizenship requirements varied for different groups
and changed over time, thus excluding Asian American and Native American women from voting for decades after
the 19th Amendment was passed. Even though white suffragists took inspiration from the status of women in many
Native American communities, many did not fight for Native women—or other women of color—to be included
under the 19th Amendment. 

People from all backgrounds were involved in Wisconsin’s fight for suffrage, and for decades, the state was
considered a laboratory for progressive voting rules. It’s important to celebrate the successes, learn from the
mistakes, and continue addressing the inequities some still face today. This page is dedicated to the Wisconsin
women who fought tirelessly to achieve the right to vote. Some of these women are listed on WWMH; even more
will remain unrecorded or lost in archives, but we honor their work and sacrifices.

To learn more about Wisconsin in the fight for women’s suffrage, see Women’s Suffrage in Wisconsin: A Centennial
Resource Guide and Black Women and Suffrage in the US: A Centennial Resource Guide.

To learn more, visit womeninwisconsin.org/profile/wisconsin-women-and-suffrage
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