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Julia Grace Wales was born on July 14, 1881, in Bury, Canada. After completing a bachelor’s degree at McGill
University in 1903 and a master’s degree in English at Radcliffe College in 1904, she came to the United States to
teach English at the University of Wisconsin in Madison. After war erupted in Europe in August 1914, Wales wrote
an essay called “Continuous Mediation Without Armistice.” In it, she proposed that the U.S. organize a group of
representatives from countries not at war to act as mediators for the countries at war. The representatives should be
experts in their fields - science, economics, education, religion - but not government officials. “Without Armistice”
meant that these peace talks should take place while the war was still ongoing, rather than waiting for one side to
surrender, in hopes of ending the violence more quickly.

Worried that her plan would not be accepted if people knew it was written by a woman, she first published her
essay in an anonymous pamphlet. The Wisconsin Peace Society and the Wisconsin Legislature adopted her
position, and national peace organizations incorporated her message into what came to be known as the Wisconsin
Plan.

In spring 1915, Wales herself presented the Wisconsin Plan to the International Congress of Women in the
Netherlands, which unanimously adopted the plan. Afterward, Wales and other delegates from the Congress
traveled around Europe to spread the idea of forming a global peacemaking organization, as outlined in Wales’s
essay. They met with government officials and heads of state, even those from countries actively fighting the war.
Because many members of this group were women and none were politicians, the media often ridiculed their efforts
to make world peace. Even so, Wales’s idea has been credited with laying the foundation for international peace
organizations like the United Nations.

After the U.S. entered the war in 1917, Wales returned to her academic career in Wisconsin. She taught
Shakespeare courses in England from 1919 to 1921 before returning to the U.S. In 1926, she earned a Ph.D. in
English and Italian from the University of Wisconsin and was promoted from instructor to assistant professor. She
wrote a textbook called Democracy Needs Education, published in 1942, as well as poetry and other texts. In
1947, Wales retired and returned to Canada, where she died on July 15, 1957, at the age of 76.

To learn more, visit womeninwisconsin.org/profile/julia-grace-wales
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Julia Grace Wales was a peace
activist and professor whose ideas
helped lay the foundation for
international peace organizations like
the United Nations.
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