
Laura Ross was born in Maine in 1826. She graduated from the Women’s Medical
College of Pennsylvania in 1856 — the third woman in the U.S. to earn a medical
degree. She then moved to Milwaukee in 1857, but was denied admittance to the
Medical Society of Milwaukee County because she was a woman. In 1867 she
went to Paris, where she sat in on lectures at the Sorbonne and worked in a
hospital.

After Wolcott returned to Milwaukee from Paris, she was eventually admitted to the
Milwaukee County Medical Society, thanks in part to the influence of an older
doctor, Erastus Wolcott, whom she then married. She is said to have been the first
“bonafide” woman graduate of a medical school to practice medicine in
Wisconsin. She was also active in the women’s rights movement. She organized
important women’s suffrage meetings, in Milwaukee and Madison, at which
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Mary A. Livermore spoke.
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