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1907-1989
City: Milwaukee
County: Milwaukee

Angna Enters was a renowned dancer,
producing over 200 mime
compositions.

Enters, born Anita Enters in New York City, grew up in Milwaukee, graduated from North Division High
School, and took classes in design and illustration at Milwaukee State Normal School. In 1922, she moved to
New York City to study under the celebrated Japanese mime choreographer and dancer Michio It6. She
performed her first piece, titled "Ecclesiastique,” on Broadway in 1924, and the following year presented her
first solo at the Greenwich Village Theatre with a budget of $25. Her career then took off as she debuted in
London in 1928 and Paris in 1929. Over the next 30 years, Enters became highly regarded for her mime
character development, creating 300 separate characters -- including many portraits of young women -- for
her touring Theater of Angna Enters.

Enters was not only a dancer but also a sculptor, painter, costume designer, composer, and accomplished
author. She designed all the props and costumes for her performances and composed some of the music. She
also published three autobiographies, a novel, and a book about her life's work called ON MIME. Enters re-
tired from dance in 1960 and lectured at universities across the country. She was an artist in residence at
the Dallas Theater Center and Baylor University and a fellow at the Center for Advanced Studies at Wesleyan
University.

LEARN MORE

Dunning, Jennifer. "Angna Enters, 82, Dancer, Mime And Artist Known for Characters." THE NEW YORK
TIMES, March 1, 1989.

"Guide to the Angna Enters Papers, 1920-1989." Jerome Robbins Dance Division, The
New York Public Library for the Performing Arts. "

A PARTNERSHIP OF

2 Gendcry&.
4% WISCONSIN Cm B swssmormsoo ! E_.w ners

m" HISTO:RICAL wisconsin =® WISCDNSIN Women's Studies l7 xSt s
(isrety) NSIN

o SOCIETY HUI\C/[;?‘I:CI};IES Wisconsin Public Television MEDIA LAB Consortium UNIVERS!


http://www.womeninwisconsin.org
http://www.womeninwisconsin.org

